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John Angove is chairman of Angove Family Winemakers and 


was President of the South Australian Wine Industry 
Association (SAWIA) from 2006 to 2009, SAWIA celebrates 180 
years on October 16, 2020. He talks to Katie Spain. 


180 years of wine 

SAWIA has been guiding the South 
Australian wine industry since its 
very beginnings. It was formed on 
16 October 1840, just four years 
after the proclamation of the State 
of South Australia and was then 
called the Society for the 
Introduction of Vines. 


Long-term goal 

The vision was to establish 
winemaking resources in South 
Australia to rival the Europeans. 
Making and exporting quality wine 
was the immediate aim. One the 
Society's first activities was 
importing 57,000 cuttings of various 
grapevine varieties from South 
Africa in 1841. South Australia now 
has some of the oldest grapevines in 
the world and is the centre of wine 
production in Australia, crushing 
651,195 tonnes across 18 wine regions 
and exporting $1.92 billion in wine 
each year. 


SAWIA’s role 

SAWIA is an essential partner to 
wine businesses in South Australia 
and has been since those beginnings 
180 years ago. In fact, I see SAWIA as 
the benchmark association in the 
Australian wine community, One of 
the drivers of SAWIA is its service to 
members, particularly in the areas of 
Industrial Relations, Work Health 
and Safety, and government 
lobbying to make sure the industry’s 
voice is heard. That's why it 


continues to flourish when other 
state wine associations struggle. And 
SAWIA programs such as the 
Environmental Excellence Awards 
shine a light on innovation - and 
how we can all be better in business. 


Angove’s success 

People often ask me about our 
longevity and our success in 
business, and I always say it’s 
because I’ve been prepared to listen 
to what other people tell me, because 
they are generally smarter than I 
am! A smali, close-knit family over 
many generations has also helped. 
Pm a big believer in collaboration - 
getting together with others and 
sharing ideas - and I'ma strong 
supporter of innovation, so that’s 

a driving force at both Angove’s 
and SAWIA. 


Family matters 

It’s wonderful to see my three 
children, Victoria, Richard and 
Sophie, collaborating to take 
Angove’s into new directions, such 
as organic wine. Victoria has always 
gravitated to the business sideof 
the industry, Richard has the 
marketing flair and is a qualified 
winemaker, and Sophie is the earthy, 
enviro and viticulture qualified 
member of the family. 


First memories of wine 

I first tried red wine around the 
dinner table at about the age of 10.1 
can still see the glass with a little bit 


ofred wine in the bottom. More than 
likely an Angove’s red. But I didn’t 
like it! Fortunately, that changed. 


Starting at the bottora 

My first paid job was during school 
holidays in the family bottling line, 
in my early teens. I really enjoyed 
working down there with Mrs Axon 
and the other ladies who I loved. 
dearly. They mothered me and I 
had a wonderful time. My job was 
putting bottles into cartons ~ 

ot other very basic jobs. I was 
never trusted with labelling or 
anything tricky. 


The next step 

Twas undecided about joining the 
family business during my late 
school years, but eventually saw the 
opportunity to at least give it a go. 
That was the best decision of my life. 
Tended up travelling after university 
and worked at the Australian Wine 
Centre in London. That was an 
experience — selling premium 
Australia wine in the heart of Soho 


with strip joints on either side. I 


eventually found my way home and 
Dad said, “Come on, it’s time to do 
some work”. I’ve been focused on the 
Angove wine business ever since. 


Angove Family Winemakers was 
founded in 1886 by Dr William Thomas 
Angove. John Angove, generation four, 


has three children who are all working 


in the family business - Victoria, 
Richard and Sophie. 


